
[image: image1.emf]
WEDDINGS AT
CHRIST COMMUNITY 
Christ Community Church
4400 55th St. NW, Rochester MN 55901
cccrochester.org    507.282.5569
507.286.1278 fax


First Steps
Christ Community Church is a busy place, so we are limited in the number of weddings we can allow. We normally cannot accommodate weddings for people who do not regularly attend Christ Community Church.

The first step in getting married at Christ Community Church is to complete a Bride and Groom Personal Information Questionnaire. This is given to the pastor or turned in to the church office. The pastor will then meet with you to discuss your upcoming marriage.

After your initial meeting with the pastor, you will need to obtain a Wedding Information Form from the church office. Once that form is completed and returned with a non-refundable deposit of $75, a date for your wedding will be officially placed on the church calendar.

Your name will then be forwarded to the wedding coordinator, who will then be your primary contact regarding your wedding ceremony at Christ Community Church.  

Basic Steps for the Couple
6-12 months prior to the wedding

1) Complete Bride and Groom Personal Information Questionnaire.

2) Meet with the pastor to discuss your marriage request.

3) Enroll in marriage preparation classes through the pastor.

4) Check with the pastor who will be performing your ceremony and see what dates he has available.

5) Contact the church office to get a Wedding Information Form and to see what dates the facility is available.

6) Read through the Christ Community Church Wedding Guidelines.

7) Complete the Wedding Information Form and turn it in to the church office with a $75 non-refundable deposit.  The date will then officially be entered on the church calendar.

8) Your name will be given to a Christ Community Church wedding coordinator who will contact you to discuss your wedding and our church policies.

9) Make arrangements with a photographer.

10) Make arrangements with a florist/decorator.

4 months prior to the wedding

1) Marriage preparation classes should be underway.

2) Make decisions on music and contact musicians/soloists.

3) Update the wedding coordinator on ceremony planning progress.

1 month prior to the wedding

1) Marriage preparation classes should be completed.

2) You and/or the wedding coordinator should meet with the pastor                                                                                                   who will be performing the ceremony to finalize the ceremony details                                                                                          and order of service.

3) Order of service should be communicated to musicians/soloists/readers.

5 days prior to the wedding

1) All remaining church fees should be paid and a copy of the marriage license given to the pastor who will be performing the ceremony.

2) The entire wedding party and parents, etc. should be reminded of the rehearsal time and the schedule for the day of the wedding.

3) Make arrangements for flower/decoration removal immediately following ceremony.

4) Make arrangements for removal of wedding gifts and other belongings immediately following the ceremony.

Note:  These steps are by no means intended to be a complete list.  Only those steps that would impact the church or its staff/volunteers are listed.   

Marriage Preparation
Your wedding is important, but your marriage relationship and the future before you is of infinite value. Christ Community Church seeks to represent Jesus Christ and invite His blessing within the lives of those they marry. 

The following criteria are considered prior to a pastor agreeing to preside over a wedding ceremony:  


Premarital Preparation:  Couples will be expected to complete a minimum of 10 hours of premarital       preparation offered through Christ Community Church.  


Marriage License:  The state of Minnesota provides a $50 reduction in the marriage license fee to couples who complete a minimum of 12 hours of premarital education. This may be a combination of premarital sessions, mentoring with a couple, or attending a marriage seminar or class. Information on additional marriage education may be requested from your pastor in order to fulfill the 12 hours.


Spiritual Unity:  Couples will be asked to consider the importance of personal faith in Jesus Christ as the surest spiritual foundation for a life-long marriage.


Moral Purity:  We affirm the biblical teaching on sexual purity in all relationships.  We ask that couples abstain from sexual intimacy prior to being married. Also, unmarried couples living together will be asked to separate until they are married.


Remarriage:  Those who have been divorced will be asked to share the circumstances of their previous divorce(s) in order to prepare for the success of their new marriage relationship. 
We understand that complex variables must be weighed in making such decisions and we invite open dialogue with you regarding your personal circumstances.

Wedding Coordinator

At Christ Community Church, a wedding Coordinator is required for all standard weddings. The wedding coordinator is your main contact person with the church regarding your wedding. She will explain church policies and procedures to you and periodically check to see that you are making necessary arrangements in a timely fashion, and will help with any questions you have about your wedding plans.

The wedding coordinator will conduct the rehearsal. The pastor may not attend your rehearsal.  

On the day of your wedding, the wedding coordinator will arrive at a pre-arranged time to unlock the facility. She will then assist you to help keep the wedding running smoothly and on schedule. The wedding coordinator will be responsible to lock the facility after the ceremony.
Photographer & Videographer
Photographs may be taken by amateur or professional photographers. Christ Community Church has no rule on flash photography during the ceremony. Flashes during a ceremony can be disruptive to you and to your guests, but it is your decision if they will be allowed or not. Please remember to inform your photographer of your decision. You may also want to inform your guests in the wedding program/bulletin.

We recommend that you have your pictures taken before the ceremony. There are many advantages to this. Everyone looks fresher, there are no delays following the ceremony, and the wedding guests are able to greet and visit with you during the reception.

Videotaping is permitted but should not intrude on the ceremony or affect the lighting desired by the couple. Wireless microphones are not to be used by the videographer as they may interfere with the church wireless system. The videographer is permitted to record audio from the church soundboard only if arrangements have been made with the sound technician several days in advance of the ceremony.

Flowers and Decorations

The florist is encouraged to discuss details with the wedding coordinator prior to the wedding.

The church has a communion table and pulpit that can be used at no charge. There are no other wedding items provided by the church.

When decorating, take care to prevent residual markings (i.e. scratches, watermarks, tape/adhesive residue). Absolutely no nails are to be used. Anything set on a wood surface needs to have a protective layer under it (i.e. cloth, doily, clear plastic). Do not move candles while the wax is still in liquid form.

Sanctuary plants and wall hangings may not be moved, removed, decorated or altered without prior permission. With advance notice, church personnel will move sanctuary plants to storage so that you may bring your own decorated trees/plants if you so desire.  If real flower petals are used by flower girl, an aisle runner must be used.
Any decorations should be in place at least one hour before the wedding. All flowers and decorations should be removed immediately following the ceremony so that the sanctuary may be cleaned. Any flowers or decorations left behind will be discarded.

Wedding Music Guidelines

This is your wedding, and Christ Community Church will not dictate what type of music you can or cannot have at your ceremony. We do ask that you carefully review the lyrics of all the musical selections.  Some secular songs have innuendos and overtones that some of your guests may find offensive. Your wedding should be a Christ-centered event.  The music should be pleasing to your guests and to God.

It is your responsibility to hire all musicians and soloists. Upon your request, Christ Community Church will provide you with a list of possible musicians and soloists for you to contact if you don’t already have any in mind.

The sanctuary piano is available to use at no additional charge, but any other instruments are your responsibility. The church will provide a sound technician who will set up the platform and audio system (microphones and musical instrument hookups, etc.) The technician will also run the audio for your ceremony. This person may also attend your rehearsal if the complexity of the service warrants. After your ceremony, the sound technician will set the platform and audio system back up for regular worship services.  
Wedding Custodian

A church custodian is responsible for cleaning the sanctuary before and after your wedding. It is your responsibility to make sure decorations and non-church property is removed immediately following the ceremony. Any items left will be discarded. Members of the wedding party should watch valuables so that they are not lost or stolen. The church cannot take responsibility for lost or stolen articles.

Other General Guidelines

Smoking is not permitted in the church facility.

Alcoholic beverages are not to be consumed on the church grounds. It is understood that the wedding party will conduct themselves in keeping with the sacred nature of a Christian wedding.  

It is requested that rice, birdseed, confetti, or helium balloons not be thrown or released on church grounds. Bubbles are a nice alternative, but may stain the bride and bridesmaid’s gowns.

Facilities

When you rent the church facilities for a wedding, the following rooms are provided:

Sanctuary

Narthex/lobby

Restrooms

Two classrooms to be used as dressing rooms on day of ceremony

Limited kitchen use for bridal party snacks only. No cooking or food preparation allowed.

All other rooms in the facility will be locked and are not available without prior arrangement.

The church does not have a banquet/fellowship hall or a fully equipped kitchen. Most couples choose to have a rehearsal dinner and the wedding reception elsewhere for this reason. If you choose to rent our facility for a wedding reception, the cost will be $100 up to 200 people and $150 for over 200 people.
Saturday Weddings

Due to the fact that the Sanctuary is used for Saturday worship services and rehearsals, we are sorry that we cannot accommodate Saturday weddings or rehearsals in the Sanctuary. 

Standard Wedding Fee

There is a wedding fee of $600 for regular attenders of Christ Community Church.*

A $75 deposit is due at the time your wedding is scheduled on the church calendar. This deposit is non-refundable. The remaining fee is due no later than 5 days before the wedding.

This fee includes:

· use of the sanctuary, lobby, restrooms, two classrooms to be used as dressing rooms on day of ceremony, and limited kitchen use for bridal party snacks. (No cooking or food preparation allowed.)

· use of the facility for the rehearsal

· the wedding coordinator, sound technician, and wedding custodian

· remuneration to the pastor

 This fee does not include:

· any room or part of the facility not specifically listed above, i.e., reception facilities
· any damage or excess clean-up caused by the wedding party or guests

· any musicians/soloists fees (please ask them what fee they charge ahead of time)

Christ Community Church reserves the right to deviate from these guidelines and fees if Christ Community Church feels your ceremony exceeds what we consider to be a standard wedding.

*To qualify as a regular attender, you need to be in the CCC database and attending weekend services at CCC at least twice a month at the time the wedding is placed on the church calendar. The regular attender guideline also applies if the bride or groom is a young adult and his or her parents are regular attenders of the church, or if the young adult has a history of involvement at CCC and considers it their home church.
Small Wedding Fee
There is a wedding fee of $200 for regular attenders for a small wedding.*
To qualify for a small wedding, your ceremony must meet all of the following conditions:

· less than 20 guests expected

· use of the sanctuary only, no other rooms provided

· no decorations or florists involved

· no stage equipment will be moved

· no sound system will be used

· the piano may be used with prior approval

· no wedding coordinator will be provided

· there will be no rehearsal

· the church reserves the right to use any part of the facility (including the lobby) during your ceremony

A $75 deposit is due at the time your wedding is scheduled on the church calendar. This deposit is non-refundable.  The remaining fee is due no later than 5 days before the wedding. This fee includes:

· limited use of the sanctuary

· remuneration for the pastor

This fee does not include:

· any room or part of the facility except the sanctuary

· any damage or excess clean-up caused by the wedding party or guests

*To qualify as a regular attender, you need to be in the CCC database and attending weekend services at CCC at least twice a month at the time the wedding is placed on the church calendar. The regular attender guideline also applies if the bride or groom is a young adult and his or her parents are regular attenders of the church, or if the young adult has a history of involvement at CCC and considers it their home church.
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Welcome,





Thank you for choosing Christ Community Church as part of your celebration. Our staff knows this day is very important to you and we will strive to serve you with excellence.





This booklet is designed to help make your wedding plans efficient and thorough. You may feel overwhelmed at times, but your wedding coordinator is there to assist you along the way.
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